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School council membership

Ministerial Order 1280 makes provision for each school council

structure and membership:

e Parent members
Parents of students at the school
must comprise more than one
third of the school council’s total
membership, according to Ministerial
Order 1280. ‘Parent’ includes a
guardian or person responsible for
the maintenance or with custody of
a student of the school. Department
employees, except for the principal,
(who is a member of the school
employee member category), are
eligible for membership in this
category as long as they have
children attending the school and the
Department employees do not work
at the school of that school council.

¢ School employee members
To be eligible for election to this
category, a person must be a
member of the school employee
electorate of the school. The
principal is automatically included
in this membership category and
has full voting rights. Other school
staff (teaching and non-teaching)
are elected to this category. School
employee members are considered
Department employees. The number
of school employee members must
not be more than one third of the
school council’s total membership,
according to Ministerial Order 1280.

¢ Community members
At some schools the council’s
membership schedule may
include members in this category.
If a council includes community
members, the council decides who
to approach and co-opt into this
position. Community members are
co-opted to bring additional skills
and perspectives to council decision
making. Community members hold
the same rights, responsibilities and
terms of office as elected members.
Parents are eligible to be co-opted
to a community member position,
but Department employees are not.
Students may also be co-opted to
a community member position.

e Student members
Schools that provide secondary
level education must have two
student members on council unless
as exemption has been granted.
‘Student’ is a student who is enrolled
at the school and is in year 7 or
above. To be eligible for election, a
student must be a member of the
student body of the school.

¢ Nominee members
A very small number of school
councils have a nominee member
category. Nominee members
are appointed by organisations
authorised by the Minister for
Education. Nominee members
generally have the same rights,
responsibilities and terms of office as
elected members unless otherwise
provided in Ministerial Order 1280.
Principals review the terms of
appointment of the nominees at the
start of each school year.




