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MERNDA PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL
STUDENT DRESS CODE

PURPOSE

The purpose of the Student Dress Code is to outline Mernda Park Primary School’s
requirements for student dress and appearance and to provide information about uniform
purchase and support, dress code implementation and exemption processes.

This dress code has been developed by Mernda Park Primary School’s School Council in
consultation with our school community to ensure that it respects the rights of individual
students whilst reflecting the values and interests of our community.

The Student Dress Code aims to:

e foster a sense of community and belonging and encourages students to develop pride in
their appearance

e support Mernda Park’s commitment to ensuring that our students feel equal and are
dressed safely and appropriately for school activities

e reduce student competition based on clothing

e enhance the profile and identity of the school and its students within the wider
community

SCOPE

Students are expected to comply with this Student Dress Code while traveling to and from
school, during school hours and when attending school activities.

UNIFORM AND APPEARANCE

The full list of Mernda Park Primary School’s compulsory school uniform items are available at
Appendix A to this policy.

While at school, travelling to or from school or participating in school activities, students must
comply with the following:
e Uniforms must be clean and in good repair
e Uniforms should be clearly marked with the owner’s name
e Additional layers of clothing may be worn underneath the uniform for added warmth,
provided these undergarments are completely hidden

e Tights are not permitted to be worn with the summer style school dress.



e Tights are not permitted to be worn with the skorts.
e The navy skivvy can only be worn under the long sleeve polo top or under the bib of
the winter tunic.

e Extreme hair colours (eg: green, pink or purple rinses) and/or extreme hairstyles
(eg: mohawks) are not permitted.

e The uniform must be worn correctly without fashion accessories or enhancements.

e All hair accessories should conform to the school colours.

e Black school shoes or runners must be worn. For safety reasons, all shoes must be fully
enclosed. Runners must be all black with no coloured logos or soles. Shoelaces must
match the black shoe colours.

e Socks must be plain white, with no prominent logos.

e The MPPS school bag is compulsory and the MPPS book bag is a requirement.
e Nail polish must be clear

Health and safety

e Shoulder length or longer hair is to be tied back to help restrict the spread of lice and for
student safety.

o Jewellery, false nails, hair accessories and similar items that interfere with students’
ability to engage with school activities safely and fully are not permitted.

e School uniform hats must be worn outside during term one and term four and on any
other day prescribed by the school. School uniform hats may also be worn outside of this
time period, by parent or student choice.

e Hats are not to be worn inside.

e Students are permitted to wear sunglasses during outdoor activities. Sunglasses should
be close-fitting, wrap-around that meet the Australian Standards 1067 and cover as much
of the eye area as possible.

PURCHASE OF UNIFORMS

Uniform items can be purchased directly from PSW, Unit 4/5 Danaher Dr, South Morang or
online.

Mernda Park Primary School’s Fundraising Group also operates a second hand uniform store for
families. Dates and times are provided to families via Compass.

The School Council has considered affordability in the development of this dress code. However,
if you are facing difficulty meeting uniform costs the Help with school costs and fees page
provides advice on support offered by the Victorian Government. If your child is starting prep or
year 7 and is eligible to receive support via the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund, you may be
eligible to access the Affordable School Uniform (ASU) program.

Please contact Finoula Murray (Business Manager) or Mary Ryan (Principal), for a confidential
discussion and formulation of a plan of support that we may be able to provide.

IMPLEMENTATION


https://www.psw.com.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/help-school-costs-and-fees
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund

Mernda Park Primary School will ensure that this Student Dress Code is communicated to all
families and students through our website and via Compass. We will assist students who may be
experiencing difficulties complying with this policy where possible.

If a student is out of school uniform or otherwise breaches the Student Dress Code on a recurring
basis, an email will be sent to the parent/carer from the Learning Community Coordinator. If
non-compliance with the dress code becomes a continued occurrence, the Principal will be
informed and a phone call home may be required. In this event, the school will continue to work
with the student and parent/carer to support compliance.

Measures taken by Mernda Park Primary School to address concerns about student non-
compliance with the Student Dress Code will also be addressed in accordance with our Student
Wellbeing and Engagement Policy.

EXEMPTION TO STUDENT DRESS CODE

We acknowledge that there might be instances where the enforcement of this dress code could
impact students differently.

Students and their parents or carers may apply either in writing or in person to the Principal for
an exemption to this Student Dress Code if:

e an aspect of this code prevents the student from complying with a requirement of their
religious, ethnic or cultural beliefs or background

e the student has a particular disability or health condition that requires a departure from
the dress code

e the student or their parents/carers can demonstrate particular financial hardship that
prevents them from complying with the dress code.

When the Principal receives a request for an exemption, she will:

e consider the grounds for the exemption request

e explain the process to the student and/or their parents/carers

e encourage the student and/or their parents/carers to support their application with
evidence.

The Principal will then try to negotiate a resolution that is acceptable to all parties. If an
exemption is not allowed, then written reasons will be provided to the parent/carer.

CONCERNS ABOUT STUDENT DRESS CODE

Mernda Park Primary School welcomes feedback from the school community in relation to this
Student Dress Code. If you have a concern or complaint about the Student Dress Code, further
information about raising a concern or complaint is available in our school’s Parent Complaint

Policy.

COMMUNICATION

This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:


chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.merndaparkps.vic.edu.au/uploads/9/6/6/5/96659684/mpps_student_wellbeing_and_engagement_policy_right_-own.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.merndaparkps.vic.edu.au/uploads/9/6/6/5/96659684/complaints_policy.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.merndaparkps.vic.edu.au/uploads/9/6/6/5/96659684/complaints_policy.pdf

e Available publicly on our school’s website
e Reminders via Compass

FURTHER INFORMATION AND RESOURCES

e MPPS SunSmart Policy

e MPPS Parent Complaint Policy

e MPPS Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy

e Department of Education and Training Student Dress Code

e Department of Education and Training Student Engagement policies and guidelines.

POLICY REVIEW AND APPROVAL

Policy last reviewed 29/04/2025

Consultation School Council

Approved by School Council

Next scheduled review date | Cycle for this policy is 3-4 years



https://www.merndaparkps.vic.edu.au/school-policies.html
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.merndaparkps.vic.edu.au/uploads/9/6/6/5/96659684/sunsmart_policy-_policy__june_2022.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.merndaparkps.vic.edu.au/uploads/9/6/6/5/96659684/complaints_policy.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.merndaparkps.vic.edu.au/uploads/9/6/6/5/96659684/mpps_student_wellbeing_and_engagement_policy_right_-own.pdf
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/student-dress-code/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/student-engagement/policy

APPENDIX A
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Mernda Park Mernda Park Primary School

FRMARY SCHOO

Uniform Price List
Price as att 15-02-2024

Unisex Colour Logo Size Price(s)
1111825 S/S Raglan Flow Panel polo Royal_Red Embroidery 4-14/X5 3585
16/S-2XL 3895
1110300 /S Raglan Flow Panel polo Royal_Red Embroidery 414165 37.50
16/5-2XL 40.50
1100230 V Neck Windcheater Royal Embroidery 414X 3595
16/S-2XL 3995
1110736 Zip Jacket - Stripe Rib Royal_White_Red Embroidery 4-14/XS 57.95
16/5-2XL 62.95
1160330 Rughy Shorts - Drawstring Royal 414745 2450
16/5-18M 27.50
1110355 Gaberdine Zip Pocket Shorts Royal 414055 26,95
16/5-18M 2995
1110423 Trackpants - Double Knee - Rib Cuff Royal 414145 3295
16/5-18M 36.95
1110400 Elastic Waist Pants with Back Yoke Royal 414165 37985
16/S-18M 41.95
Female Colour Logo Size Price(s)
1108015 Summer Dress-Contrast Collar & Cuffs Royal/Grey/White/Red Check 214 4G-14L 57.95
1104002 Box Pleat Tunic 507-Navy/Royal Winter Check 4G-10G 59.95
1104001 Box Pleat Skirt S07-Navy/Royal Winter Check 12G/EL-18GM2L 59.95
1100375 Skort Royal 4G-18GM2L 26.50
1110465 Classic Pant Royal 4G-14G 3595
10L-12L 37.95
Accessories Colour Logo Size Price(s)
1160200 Raincoat Royal Embroidery 451214 54.00
S-M-5-M 57.00
1100507 Legionnaire Hat Royal Embroidery ALL-ALL 16.95
1100525 Bucket Hat - Poly Cotton Royal Embroidery M-XL 17.95
1100593 Adjustable Mesh Bucket Hat - Contrast Py Royal_Red Embroidery XS-L-XL prd: )
8360396 Scholar Bookbag Royal Print HD ALL-ALL 17.50
8362220 Trek Junior Backpack 20L Royal Embroidery ALL-ALL 55.95
Socks Colour Logo Size Price($)

2511050 Crew Sock - 3 pack White 9-12-2-8 19.95
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